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Chairman's Message 

Dear Players and Parents/Guardians 

Chairman’s Message Following AGM - 20 May 2016 

To start with I would like to express my gratitude to all those parents and fellow club officers 

who supported my re-election yesterday as Club Chairman for another term and 12 month period. 

Clearly it is encouraging to know that you are appreciative of the time and effort the existing 

committee put into running the club.  

To say I was amazed at the response of those attendees who said “YES” “YES” “YES”, like a 

machine gun in full flow when I stood for re-election, is an understatement, and clearly I was lost 

words.  As several of you know I have been associated with Coxheath & Farleigh JFC for a period 

of 15 years, initially as a parent on the touchline, so I know what’s it’s all about,  and during this 

period have seen many changes and been through the “ups and downs”, but remain totally 

committed to CFJFC.   I can safely say we are on a big “up” at the moment and the club is 

developing and progressing all the time. I know there are even more exciting times ahead, that’s 

not to say with all the progress it does not bring the occasional head ache along the way. 

 I have spoken briefly with Martin Colwell (Secretary), following his re-election. Congratulations 

to Martin and we are both excited about having another 12 months to develop the club further. 

Martin outlined at the meeting, we are currently in the progress of developing a 5 year plan for 

CFJFC having achieved Charter Standard Status. I would ask that you all support us as potentially, 

if successful, it will raise the club’s profile even further and put CFJFC on a whole new level. 

 I would like to thank all those parents, relatives and my fellow committee members who attended 

yesterday AGM; it was one of the best supported I have seen during my terms as Club Chairman. 

With so many people attending I initially wondered if we are we doing things incorrectly, but then 

it became apparent that it was the opportunity for parents to rightfully have their say with 

respect to the club organisation and running, as well as show their support 

This season I have been lucky enough to watch a great deal of football on both Saturday or Sunday 

Mornings with the Under 9s , Under 9 Colts and Under 10’s, under the guidance of Andy Smith, 

Ed McGrath and Graham Butler. All those teams had a good season reaching the finals of the 

respective end of season Cup’s at Cobtree Sports & Social Club, where CFJFC one won final and 

lost one but also in the case of Graham Butler’s Under 10s winning the Spring Trophy, an excellent 

season all round. My own Under 12s have developed this season beyond all expectations and ended 

the season on an 11 match undefeated run, with only 3 points separating us from the champions. 

All boys and girls from whatever team should be very proud of their achievements, whatever their 

ability, as should the Managers and Coaching Staff. 

 



           

I have also been lucky to watch the Academy develop this season beyond all expectations with 

boys and girls from Age 5 attending and taking part in the training, currently run by Alex. As a 

result we have been able to enter both an Under 8s and Under 9s into the Invicta Primary League 

for next season. We regularly have 35-40 children attend on a Saturday and to see the Village 

Hall Playing Fields a mass with children and supporting parents on a Saturday Morning is a 

wonderful sight, and a credit to our own success, not only for the Club but also the village and 

surrounding areas in providing this opportunity to young children, by ensuring we have the right 

fully qualified FA Coaching Staff on board. 

So that covers things on the pitch – I am now going to spend a few minutes talking about other 

issues off the pitch . . . . . . 

Charter Standard: 

This was clearly the highlight of the season having approved FA Charter Standard Status on 1st 

March 2016. This will bring many benefits, including a free team kit per season, free match balls 

(already received), and many other aspects, which Martin briefly outlined yesterday. If you 

require further details please contact us via email. 

Club Website/Facebook: 

This has now been constructed and offers many new features, and access can be gained at 

www.cfjfc.org.uk   

The new website will offer to the parents, players and supporters of CFJFC the following: 

 

 League tables for each team (under 8s, 9s, 10s etc) 

 Upcoming fixtures 

 Countdown to next match 

 News and team updates 

 Ease of communication and details of members 

 Access to club documents, such as Player Registration Forms etc which can be downloaded, 

the Club Constitution, Referee Fees, etc  

 Direct links to the respective leagues that the teams play in, Invicta Primary League etc, 

including The KCFA Website. 

 Sponsor logos and adverts on site 

 Links to online training videos and fitness exercises 

 Fresh, clean looking site with a responsive theme which will be easily viewable on tablets 

and mobile devices 

 Access for all club managers to add and edit match results, schedules etc. 

 

http://www.cfjfc.org.uk/


If you have any queries regarding the website or indeed our Facebook Page at Coxheath & Farleigh 

Junior Football Club, please contact our Communications Officer, Paul Turner at 

cfjfcnews@btinternet.com 

Presentation Evening: 

Every year we hold the Annual Coxheath & Farleigh Club presentations and this year, having finally 

overcome difficulties in booking the hall, will once again be held in The Village Hall. This will be on 

Saturday 9th July 2016 starting at 7:00pm and you are all invited. A press release will be issued 

via email in the near future 

Club Welfare: 

We should all have a high regard for our club welfare policies and qualification requirements 

because they are important and a legal requirement. It is imperative that as a club we abide by 

these rules both on the committee, the playing field, and also as parents and supporters on the 

touchline and therefore I would appreciate everyone’s cooperation. I think right now we have 

every coach properly qualified or qualifying and for that I want to thank all managers & coaches 

for attending the respective courses. As part of our Charter Standard status our Welfare 

Officer Mrs Kerry Butler now joins the club committee and I would like to take this opportunity 

to personally welcome Kerry to the committee. 

Fundraising: 

Fundraising is important for us because it supplements the club’s income and enables us to develop. 

I am aware that a further announcement will be made shortly regarding an Olympic Challenging, 

which is to be held on Saturday 25 June at Coxheath Primary School. 

A number of other fund raising events are also being planned over the next 12 months and I will 

leave these in the capable hands of our Fund Raising Officer, Jodie Crane to tell you about, 

including our association with a Charity EKS Childhood Stroke. For further details contact Jodie 

at cfjfcfundraiser@gmail.com 

The Committee: 

I would just like to say a few words about the committee.  I believe recent events show what can 

be achieved when we have a really strong committee focusing on the right things. I want to thank 

the committee members for the contribution over the past year. A strong chairman does not make 

a strong club, a strong committee does! 

It is however with considerable regret that I have to announce that Ed McGrath our treasurer 

for the past few years has informed me of his intention to stand down. A vacancy for treasurer 

therefore now exists. Both the Secretary and Chairman will be looking at replacements in the 

near future.  Ed has stood down to further develop and progress his business commitments and I 

have reluctantly accepted Ed’s decision. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ed for all 

his commitment to CFJFC over the past few years he has done a sterling job as Treasurer and 

has been instrumental in the progress of the Club, he will be considerable missed in this capacity. 

I do however wish him every success with his future venture 

Kit & Equipment Manager: 

mailto:cfjfcnews@btinternet.com
mailto:cfjfcfundraiser@gmail.com


Earlier in the season we appointed a Kit & Equipment Manager, Mr Martin Crane and we are now 

entering a busy season with the ordering of new kit and equipment and therefore I would like to 

offer Martin my full support in this role and welcome him to the Management and Staff. Martin 

can be contacted at cfjfckitman@gmail.com 

Working Party: 

During yesterdays AGM we appointed a small working party to liaise with the Parish Council and 

Village Hall Committee and as well as investigate other options and availabilities to ensure that 

the club has access to sufficient training facilities and playing pitches of a suitable standard. 

This working party will include Andy Smith, Ian Reeve-Smith, Rupert Gibbs and me, as club 

chairman. Further details will follow in due course. 

Annoucements: 

Finally I would ask that you all keep an eye on both the website and Facebook Page for those that 

use it, as I hope to be able to announce within the next 10 days some further more exciting news, 

which will show the club is moving with the times. 

 

On that note I will sign off and conclude by saying thank you to all the managers, players and 

committee members for your efforts. Your commitment and your passion in whatever role you play 

within the club. Without your commitment and dedication, CFJFC would not be in the position it 

is in. I look forward to another successful year for Coxheath & Farleigh Junior Football Club. 

 Thank You. 

Neil Hadley – Club Chairman                                                                                      
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